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school at all because of a debilitat-
1 liverdmotder that, till recently,

iﬁe country to have undergone a
Eﬁ transplant and survived.
Every year, almost 15,000 babies
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Six-year-old Soumyadeep is the second child
in the country to survive a liver transplant
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are born with liver defects and only
a few live to see their first birthday.
But with Soumyadeep, doctors are
hopeful of changing all that.

The trauma for the Ghosh fami-
ly began soon after Soumyadeep
was born. He was jaundiced, more
specifically, had biliary artresia, a
condition where either the bile
ducts are congenitally absent or
are blocked, causing bile to be
accumulated in the liver, leading to
cirrhossis. Soumyadeep was oper-
ated upon when he was just two
months old. And till the age of six,
it has been a series of operations.
Doctors in Calcutta gave up on
Soumyadeep, primarily for want of
suitable facility and donors. The
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distraught family came to Delhi
last year in the hope of repeating
Apollo ’s earlier suc-
cess. In 1998 a team of specialists
— Dr M R Rajashekhar, Dr A S
Soin and Dr Anupam Sibal — had
done a similar transplant on one-
and-a-half-year-old Sanjay Kandh-
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aswami from Tamil Nadu.

“The best thing was the determi-
nation of the family and their faith
in us. The liver was provided for by
the father. We cut off almost 30 per
cent of his liver and transplanted it
in his son,” says Dr Sibal.

“This is the first time that we

received an organ from a living
dmmUmallyhvertmnsplamaare

‘done from organs provided by

brain dead donors as there is a lack
of cadaver donors,” says Dr Soin.
the operation took more than 16
hours. “We the father
and the son together. It was one of
the most operations that
but it was worth the effort to see
lﬁespmgbackmanahnomdead
patient,” says Dr Soin.

“We are the only hospital in the
country that is doing the ‘living rel-
ative  transplant,”
leader

Hepa

Organ Transplant Surgery team at
the hospital. The cost of such an
operation is prohibitive (Rs 12-15
lakh). But for the Ghosh family,
who spent more than Rs 9 lakh, it
was not so. “The doctors waived
their fees, the hospital didn't
charge us for the room. We only
paid for the medicines,” says a
grateful Moushumi Ghosh.
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